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New Year will be healthier and
happier than the last one

Covid 19 Co-ordination Hubs

Cambridgeshire County Council: www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/coronavirus

South Cambs DC https://www.scambs.gov.uk/coronavirus/support-for-residents

Use the NHS website https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/ask-for-a-test-to-
check-if-you-have-coronavirus/ or call 119.

Longstowe Volunteer Help: Parish Council and Volunteer Group contacts:
Clerk, Sharon Brown 07587 781217 or Longstowepc.clerk@hotmail.com
Chair, Barbara Cooper 07803 903047 or bcconfidential@caw.ac.uk
Maddy Crowther 01954 718303 — for urgent food, supplies & prescriptions
Victoria Bevan 07832 100441 — a ‘phone call for a friendly chat.

New Lockdown Rules

Longstowe has been moved into Tier 2 in line with the
rest of the area

In Tier 2:

you must not socialise with anyone you do not
live with or who is not in your support bubble in
any indoor setting, whether at home or in a public
place

you must not socialise in a group of more than 6
people outside, including in a garden or a public
space — this is called the ‘rule of &’

businesses and venues can continue to operate, in
a COVID-Secure manner, other than those which
remain closed by law, such as nightclubs
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pubs and bars must close, unless operating as
restaurants. Hospitality venues can only serve
alcohol with substantial meals
hospitality businesses selling food or drink for
consumption on their premises are required to:
o provide table service only, in premises
which sell alcohol
o close between 11pm and 5am (hospitality
venues in airports, ports, transport
services and motorway service areas are
exempt)
o stop taking orders after 10pm
hospitality businesses and venues selling food and
drink for consumption off the premises can
continue to do so after 10pm as long as this is
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through delivery service, click-and-collect or
drive-through

e early closure (11pm) applies to casinos, cinemas,
theatres, museums, bowling alleys, amusement
arcades, funfairs, theme parks, adventure parks
and activities, and bingo halls. Cinemas, theatres
and concert halls can stay open beyond 11pm in
order to conclude performances that start before
10pm

e public attendance at outdoor and indoor events
(performances and shows) is permitted, limited to
whichever is lower: 50% capacity, or either 2,000
people outdoors or 1,000 people indoors

e public attendance at spectator sport and business
events can resume inside and outside, subject to
social contact rules and limited to whichever is
lower: 50% capacity, or either 2,000 people
outdoors or 1,000 people indoors

e places of worship remain open but you must not
socialise with people from outside of your
household or support bubble while you are
indoors there, unless a legal exemption applies

e weddings and funerals can go ahead with
restrictions on numbers of attendees — 15 people
can attend wedding ceremonies and receptions,
30 people can attend funeral ceremonies, and 15
people can attend linked commemorative events
such as wakes or stone settings

e organised outdoor sport, and physical activity and
exercise classes can continue

e organised indoor sport, physical activity and
exercise classes will only be permitted if it is
possible for people to avoid mixing with people
they do not live with (or share a support bubble
with). There are exceptions for indoor disability
sport, sport for educational purposes and
supervised sport and physical activity for under-
18s, which can take place with larger groups
mixing

e you can continue to travel to venues or amenities
which are open, but should aim to reduce the
number of journeys you make where possible

e if youlive in a tier 2 area, you must continue to
follow tier 2 rules when you travel to a tier 1 area.
Avoid travel to or overnight stays in tier 3 areas
other than where necessary, such as for work,
education, youth services, to receive medical
treatment, or because of caring responsibilities.
You can travel through a tier 3 area as a part of a
longer journey.

For international travel see the Foreign,

Commonwealth and Development Office travel advice

for your destination and the travel corridors list.
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Christmas Covid arrangements

During the Christmas period we must each continue
to take personal responsibility to limit the spread of
the virus and protect our loved ones, particularly if

they are vulnerable. For many, this will mean that it
isn’t possible to celebrate Christmas in the way you
normally would.

Between 23 and 27 December:

e you can form an exclusive ‘Christmas bubble’
composed of people from no more than three
households

e you can only be in one Christmas bubble

e you cannot change your Christmas bubble

e you can travel between tiers and UK nations
for the purposes of meeting your Christmas
bubble

e you can only meet your Christmas bubble in
private homes or in your garden, places of
worship, or public outdoor spaces

e you can continue to meet people who are not
in your Christmas bubble outside your home
according to the rules in the tier you are
meeting in

e if you form a Christmas bubble, you should
not meet socially with friends and family that
you do not live with in your home or garden
unless they are part of your Christmas bubble

e you should travel to meet those in your
Christmas bubble and return home between
the 23 and 27 December. Anyone travelling to
or from Northern Ireland may travel on the 22
and 28 December.

For more information go to
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/makin
g-a-christmas-bubble-with-friends-and-
family/making-a-christmas-bubble-with-friends-and-
family

Longstowe Post Office opening times: Monday,
Wednesday and Thursday 9:00-12:30 for the sale of
stamps, issue of pensions, posting letters and small
parcels, obtain an account balance and issuing cash
via debit card. Collection point for some parcels.

Use it or lose it!

Christmas opening times — normal opening to
Thursday 24™ Dec then probably closed until
Wednesday 30" Dec.

As we go to press, opening on Monday 28th has still
to be decided by the Post Office.

Last collection times: High Street Mon—Fri: 16:15, Sat:
10:30 and Fox Road: Mon—Fri: 09:00, Sat: 07:00.

NHS Priority Collections are now made from the local
post boxes on a Sunday.
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Roundup Of The Year From The
Longstowe Church PCC

A round up of church happenings here in Longstowe
for what has been a most unusual year for everyone
across the World. The Papworth Team have been very
good with their Zoom services but Revd’s Nigel &
Stephen have been very flexible and managed to
celebrate several weddings in the church (following
due process), and the funeral of the long standing
parishioner Michael Rolls. Thank you.

Harvest 2020: A service was held partly inside and out
with the sun shining! After the service Daphne Ford
delivered the hamper of food, given up as an offering,
to the local Food Box Scheme (run from 42 Riddy
Lane). The volunteer told her that he goes to the
central food distribution point, run by the Trussell
Trust in Cambridge, twice a week. Sadly it seems there
are many people who are needing real support.

Remembrance Nov 2020:

Another glorious afternoon for an outdoor service and
definitely not like November. Brian Benstead very
movingly read out the names of the Fallen from the
Great War and World War Two. It was a remarkable
occasion that happened only because of a last-minute
reprieve for people to come together in remembrance
in the open air. It was truly a very poignant afternoon.

Advent and Christmas Services:
13 December 2020 @ 4pm.
Carols & Christingle Around the Porch
(Wrap up warm and bring a torch!)
*Christmas Day Holy Communion @ 9.15am

*Subject to no further emergency restrictions — people will
be counted in and asked to sit in their bubbles and exercise
social distancing.

ZOOM Services for all Papworth Team Churches
Sunday 6" December at 10.00am - Morning Worship
Sunday 6" December at 6.00pm - Evening Prayer
Sunday 13™ December at 6.00pm - Evening Prayer
(The link is on the website
www.papworthteamchurches.org)

Updates to the team homepage

Encouragement Page... New resources, talks and
podcasts

Plus... poems

Team Morning Prayer at 8.15

every day Monday — Saturday... Pray with us via Zoom
Team Bible Study via Zoom continues on Wednesday
evening - arrive at 7.15 for 7.30pm
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When you
come to
church this
month,
whether it is
for private
prayer, to join
one of the
advertised
services, or
just walking
around the
churchyard,
please take a
moment to
come in and
look at the
magnificent ceiling in the apse over the alter. On the
right-hand side by the vestry door there is a switch to
our new light (a replacement for the previous unit).
The ceiling is quite a revelation — probably never seen
in its full glory since the church was built.

**Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky,
The flying cloud, the frosty light:
The year is dying in the night;
Ring out, wild bells, and let him die.

Ring out the old, ring in the new,
Ring, happy bells, across the snow:
The year is going, let him go;
Ring out the false, ring in the true.

Ring out the grief that saps the mind
For those that here we see no more;
Ring out the feud of rich and poor,
Ring in redress to all mankind.

Ring in the valiant man and free,
The larger heart, the kindlier hand;
Ring out the darkness of the land,
Ring in the Christ that is to be.

Alfred Lord Tennyson, 1809-1892
(** Number of versus reduced).

A @ Fagty & Fealthy How Year
% gou AU/

Doorstep Carols

On 16 Dec at 6pm you are invited to join in with
doorstep carols. This will be broadcast on local radio
and the carol sheet can be downloaded from
doorstepcarols.co.uk for the words.
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The Village Hall
“A very happy Covid-free
} Christmas from the {
Village Hall Committee".
The Covid-19 situation for the Village Hall has not
changed and the hall will remain closed for the
foreseeable future. The situation will be reviewed
again in January.
A further government-funded relief grant has been
applied for.

Various maintenance work is being carried out as
needed by John Murden and Peter White.

A Sudoku Puzzle for you
(Solution on the back page)
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Christmas tree
recycling

Arthur Rank Hospice is

operating a tree collection scheme in Cambridge and
surrounding areas.

The hospice is asking for voluntary donations in
exchange for the collection, which is due to occur on
January 9, 10 and 11.

Volunteers will collect trees from postcode areas CB1,
CB2, CB3, CB4, CB5, CB22, CB23 & CB24.

As it is unable to allocate time slots, the hospice asks
those wishing to take advantage of the scheme to
ensure their tree is out and ready for collection by
8am on January Sth.

You can sign up to take part at Just Helping.

More details to follow in Winter edition of South
Cambs Magazine.

Contact: Waste.Enquiries@scambs.gov.uk
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Revised bin collection dates during the
Christmas period:

Bin
Usual day Revised day
Black | Blue | Green

Wed 16 Dec | Wed 16 Dec v v
Wed 23 Dec | Wed 23 Dec v

Wed 30 Dec | Sat 2 Jan v

Wed 6 Jan Fri 8 Jan 4

Wed 13 Jan | Thus 14 Jan v v
Wed 20 Jan | Back to normal 4

The Twelve Days of a Covid Christmas

41§53 2d sung to the tune of The Twelve Days of
Christmas

On the Twelfth day of Christmas, my true love gave to

12 Sanitisers

11 Plastic visors

10 PM curfew

9 Months in lockdown
8 Swabs and test kits
7 Stupid face masks

6 People only

5 Loo rolls

4 |solations

3 Tier system

2 Metres distance
And a useless track and trace app too.
PW

Parish Council news

At the last meeting on 19" November the Council
discussed the Parish Precept for 21/22 and the Covid
Community Grant, the Village Hall update and A1198
footpath and footpath to Bourn.

Two planning applications were also considered.
More information on planning applications for this
area can be found at
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/planning/ by searching
on the application number or the village name.
Other matters discussed were rough sleeping, the
Greater Cambridge Local Plan and the Oxford
Cambridge ARC project

The next meeting is to be held on 17" December at
7:15pm.

Battery recycling info
As the council has stopped doorstep recycling of
batteries, your Parish Council has provided a battery
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re-cycling box that will be/has been positioned in the
back wall of the Village Hall. This will be emptied as
required by a volunteer from the village.

Christmas Dinner

There was no Harvest Supper this year and afternoon
teas in the Village Hall have stopped so please be
aware if you have an elderly neighbour living by
themselves. They may not be bothered to cook a full
Christmas dinner for themselves so consider making
an extra portion and taking it round. A chat on the
doorstep — suitably distanced and well wrapped up —
might be quite welcomed too.

And for light relief:

Anybody get stressed about Christmas Dinner? Read
this from Patterson’s Butchers, Sheffield (slightly
cleaned up)

Just in case anyone is stressing about Christmas

Here's my top tip

&\ Christmas Dinner....

| have concluded that the inevitable stress of
Christmas dinner is created by adverts, supermarkets
and TV chefs...

It's a Sunday dinner for goodness sake!!! @We doit
quite happily 51 weeks of the year but can we the
consumers be trusted to manage by ourselves on one
day of the year...apparently not!

Here goes... @

1. Turkey... It's a big chicken that's all, 20 minutes per
Ib plus 20 minutes at 180 degrees - jobs a good un!
Get yourselves a meat thermometer £3 off the
Internet, poke it in the offending bird; if it says 75
degrees or over, it’s cooked!@

2. Stuffing - regardless of what Jamie Oliver says you
do NOT need 2lbs of shoulder of pork, onions
breadcrumbs, pine nuts and a load of fresh herbs to
make stuffing....( no wonder he's bankrupt if that’s
what he spends to make stuffing!)@

What you need is Paxo and a kettle!! If you wanna
liven it up squeeze 3 sausages out of their skins and
mix that in with your Paxo before cooking @

3. Gravy - Jamie Oliver is copping for this one as
well....

Bisto Jamie.... All you need is Bisto!

| (nor any other woman | know) has got time on
Christmas Eve to mess about roasting chicken wings
and vegetables, adding stock and flour, cooking it for
another half hour, mashing it all up with a potato
masher and then straining the whole sorry mess to

make gravy @ @ @
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4, Vegetables...“ Never mind faffing round
shredding sprouts and frying them with bacon and
chestnuts to make them more palatable... If you don't
like them don't buy and cook the stupid things!! If
your family only eats frozen peas then that's good
enough!

5. Roast potatoes... Yes, | par boil mine then roast
them in goose fat but Aunt Bessie also does the same
thing @

6. Trimmings /Christmas pudding and the like.... Aldi
or Lidl!

(oh! and while we're on the subject of pudding - if
Birds custard is what your family likes on the
wretched thing then that's fine - you do not need
brandy butter /rum sauce etc. or anything else that
costs a fortune and takes 2 hours to make!)

7. Family....

Children.. Feed the little blighters first separately, if
they only want turkey with tomato sauce - fine leave
‘em to it, it doesn't matter. Once they‘re fed, send
them off to play with their Christmas presents so that
YOU can enjoy your dinner in Peace!

Adults... Anyone that can manage to get themselves
to your dinner table is also capable of helping to serve
up/ sort the kids out/ clear the table /wash up /dry up
etc.

And Finally.....

NO ONE.... And | mean no one APART FROM THE
COOK IS ALLOWED TO GET DRUNK AND FALL ASLEEP
BEFORE THE WASHING UP IS DONE!!!

Final push for Longstowe to receive 18x
faster broadband as a village earmarked

for full-fibre connectivity

Longstowe is on the cusp of reaching the required
threshold to kickstart construction of a new full-fibre
broadband network to receive some of the fastest
and most reliable speeds anywhere in the UK.

County Broadband, a specialist rural full-fibre network
and broadband provider, has announced 24 villages in
South Cambridgeshire are earmarked to receive the
new Hyperfast infrastructure in 2021, totalling around
9,400 premises. The new network will deliver
improved reliability and provide speeds of up to 1,000
Mbps initially — nearly 20 times faster than the UK
average — upgradable to over 10,000 Mbps in the
future.

But the East Anglia-based provider, backed by a £46
million private investment by Aviva Investors, has
confirmed that, as we go to press, Longstowe needs
13 more pre-orders to achieve the minimum
threshold target. They would really like to achieve
these pre-orders before the end of December so that
they can notify the village that the relevant target has
been achieved. Your Parish Council is holding back on
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installing broadband in the Village Hall for the use of
the community as this will be installed and supplied
free of charge as part of this project should the village
reach its target and the village installation go ahead.
County Broadband is calling on residents and
businesses to rally support in the rural community to
help reach the sign-up. Information and ways of pre-
ordering can be found on their website
https://countybroadband.co.uk/.

Please support it if you can.

Safety on line

Reports of online shopping fraud have surged by 30%
over the pandemic as many of us continue to shop
online in light of current restrictions.

Figures from Action Fraud show that criminals conned
17,407 shoppers out of almost £13.5 million over the
Christmas period last year, an increase of over 20%
when compared to the same period in 2018.

Action Fraud is warning the public to take extra care
when shopping online, ahead of Black Friday and
Cyber Monday, as shoppers search for bargains and
gifts for loved ones in the run up to Christmas. For
more information, go to
https://www.getsafeonline.org/

Password Protection

The National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC) also

advises people to use three random words to create

strong and memorable passwords e.g.

kneepastahopscotch. By adding numbers and

punctuation characters to your password this makes it

stronger still e.g. kn33p@st@h0p5cOtch!

NCSC also advise the following to keep your online

accounts secure:

e Use a unique and separate password for your
email.

e Store your passwords somewhere safe: save to
your browser or use a password manager.

e Add extra security to important online accounts:
turn on two-factor authentication.

If your account has been hacked please see NCSC's

useful guide to recovering a hacked account and this

handy infographic .

Telephone / text Scams

These are also becoming more prevalent — most
popular telephone ones are the “I hear you have
recently had an accident that wasn’t your fault” or
“your computer has become infected. Please give us
access to it and we can sort it”. If you are feeling
lonely this might be a good opportunity to have a chat
with a real person but don’t give any of your personal
information away. You can have fun making up a
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whole different life story but don’t be hurt if they
eventually cut you off.

Text scams are also popular with the “we have
noticed a fraudulent withdrawal on your bank
account/credit card and have frozen your account.
Please follow this link to re-open your account”.
PLEASE DO NOT CLICK ON ANY LINK YOU ARE
UNSURE OF. Phone your bank / credit card on their
published number and confirm before you do
anything.

A letter to the village (Joy Cawdery)

Just a few words about myself as | am the oldest
person in Longstowe having lived here all my life.

| have seen many changes, some good, some not so
good. Years ago we knew everybody and we all knew
who to contact in any emergency. | hardly know
anyone now as an awful lot of people who were born
here now have left, including my family.

| am delighted to tell you | have had House Martins
nesting in my house since 1991. | purchased five nests
from Sandy Bird Sanctuary so they have their nests
ready when they return.

This pandemic has hit us all hard. It’s the isolation —
no-one can pop in for a cup of tea and a chat. Let’s all
hope for better times in 2021. Take care and keep
safe. Joy Cawdery

Crossword

Answers on back page

Across

1 Beast, creature

4 Space, universe

7 Bother hassle

8 Cold-shoulder, ignore
10 Closed up

13 Sand particle

15 Opponent, foe
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16 Main church in a city
17 Tree bearing acorns

19 Top cover

21 As an alternative

22 Historical period

24 European deer

26 Gathered together

29 Woman getting married
30 Duck farmed for its down
31 Extinct bird

33 Wild drunken party

34 Cut the top off

35 Frowned, scowled

36 Gossip, aimless chatter
Down

1 Slow movement in music
2 Craze, obsession

3 Science workshop

4 Long-leaved lettuce

5 Finnish steam bath

6 Moved from side to side
8 Hessian bag

9 Removed knots from

11 Future state

12 Inform

14 Docked, moored

18 Melody

20 Not very well

22 Lowering of the tide

23 Corrosive substance

24 Gentle whirlpool

25 Japanese martial arts
27 Unpleasant aroma

28 Number of pints in a gallon
32 Advanced in years
33 for, pick

Answers on back page

Latest on A428 Black Cat to Caxton
Gibbet

The mayor of Cambridgeshire, James Palmer, met
with officials from Highways England this earlier this
month to hear updates on progress and to follow up
the announcement of the preferred route of the
scheme.

Mr Palmer said he was “disappointed” when he heard
last year that although the ambition of the scheme
had increased, the timescale for the start of the work
had slipped to 2022.

Mr Palmer said that to minimise impact on the local
economy, construction should start as soon as
possible, and he now says Highways England has
confirmed work will begin in 2021.

The Skylark

Work is set to begin to transform the A428 between
Cambridge and Milton Keynes after £25bn of funding
for the country’s roads was announced by chancellor
Sajid Javid.

The updated road could save commuters travelling
between Bedfordshire and Cambridgeshire 90
minutes a week, according to Highways England’s
plans.

Putting the World to Rights

There | was a few weeks ago, deep in conversation
with a friend of much my own age, both of us
discussing what a ridiculous situation we were in,
where most of the new cars currently on sale neither
carried a spare wheel nor had the space to keep one. |
felt it was bad enough having to put up with a small,
lightweight temporary spare, but at least it would get
you out of trouble even if it did mean having to
restrict one's speed.

We are led to believe that lack of a spare certainly
isn't done to save manufacturer's money, but to
increase efficiency of the vehicle by reducing weight.
Maybe it never occurred to them that a conventional
spare wheel weighs significantly less than half a tank
of fuel or a third of a passenger.

Oh well, World put to rights and we both parted
company. On my way back home | remembered back
what seems like a few years (but was probably nearer
to 50 years). | recall my late father airing his thoughts
that he considered it ridiculous that new cars (at the
time) no longer came with starting handles! | have to
say I'd rather forego a starting handle than a spare
wheel.

The last car | owned with a starting handle was a
Hillman Imp. | never used that handle though | was
glad of the spare wheel a few times.

PW

Progress of East—West Railway

New environmental surveys are being carried out by
East West Railway Company to help inform planning
and design work for the East West Rail line connecting
Cambridge, Bedford, Milton Keynes and Oxford.
We've written to over 600 landowners in and around
the area to ask for access to their land in order to help
understand local environmental conditions.

The surveys — which will be carried out throughout
2021 — will gather data on plant and animal life,
environmental features like rivers and streams, and
historical features. This activity is part of our
continued commitment to put environmental
considerations at the heart of proposals for the new
East West Rail connection. The timing of the surveys is
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key as certain species can only be monitored at
specific times of year.

We've also taken the unusual step of publishing an
expansive set of initial baseline maps in a new
interactive feature on our Community Hub. These
maps have been developed using open-source data
from national and local government agencies such as
the Environment Agency, Natural England and local
authorities, as well as from sources such as the
Woodland Trust, and outline some of the complex
factors which our team has been taking into
consideration as we progress early designs for East
West Rail. We believe this is the first time such data
has been shared by an infrastructure project in this
way.

The initial baseline maps have been released ahead of
a non-statutory public consultation planned for early
2021, when we will again ask people for their views
on the railway. Together, the environmental surveying
and the feedback from the consultation, combined
with other data and research, will help us to develop
potential designs for this critical rail connection in a
way which protects and supports the local
environment.

lan Parker, Programme Delivery Director, said: “Most
of these digital maps are only available to
organisations with the resources and technical tools
to read them. However, we’d like to make sure that
local communities have access to the same baseline
data as the team here. We hope that taking the
unusual step of publishing this data will help
strengthen conversations with residents and their
representatives — who have been incredibly generous
with their time and expertise throughout the process.
We are grateful to landowners and their
representatives —including the National Farmers
Union — for allowing us to gather the new surveying

data and help create the right connections for their
communities and the local environment.”

Following the planned consultation in early 2021,
there will be further opportunities for members of the
public to have their say in the design of East West Rail
—once through a formal public consultation and
finally when the plans are submitted to the Planning
Inspectorate.

Xmas

The short form of “Christmas”, the word Xmas began
as an abbreviation for church records and charts. The
first letter of the word Christ in Greek (Kristos) is chi,
which is identical to our X. Therefore X stands for
Christ, as in Xmas. For early Christians, most of whom
spoke Greek, the word Xmas signified “Christ’s Mass”.
The shortening of Christmas to Xmas has been a
common practice since the sixteenth century. And
despite what you may think Xmas is not a secular
replacement for Christ.

Neighbourhood Watch
Your co-ordinators are:

Deborah Hemmins 719638

Peter Hemmins 719372

If you see an incident, please take all the details and
jot them down. Numbers, dates, times, descriptions. If
matters are urgent dial 999. Otherwise telephone

101.

You can also report incidents at
www.cambs.police.uk.

Skylark by no later than Friday 12th February to

Future editions of Skylark will be published in March, June,
September and December to allow more timely publication of vy 6
Easter and Christmas plans. Please send items for the March 2021

LongstoweSkylark@hotmail.com
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Longstowe Parish Council: webpage address:
http://www.longstoweparishcouncil.co.uk

Printed by Victoire Press, 9—10 Viking Way, Bar Hill, Cambridge CB23 8EL
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